
 

FABIO CIAMBELLA – SLA Syllabus AY 2020-2021 

Content-based approaches and SLA – 6 CFU (First semester) 

 

This year’s SLA course is aimed at developing MA students’ skills and competences in content-based 

second language instruction and it is articulated into 4 Modules:  

1) Module A is dedicated to the main theories concerning Second Language Acquisition and is 

addressed exclusively to students who have never taken an SLA exam in the previous 

AYs.  

2) Module B focuses on the introduction, comparison and contrast of such 

methodologies/approaches as CBLT (Content-based Instruction), ESP (English for 

Special/Specific Purposes), EMI (English as a Medium of Instruction), and CLIL (Content 

and Language Integrated Learning). Not only do students acquire theoretical insights about 

such methodologies/approaches, but they also develop practical skills through the design of 

project works/schemes of work/lesson plans, aimed at applying content-based approaches to 

the acquisition of a second language. This Module is addressed to all SLA students.  

3) Module C is addressed to students who have already taken an SLA exam in the past few 

AYs and is focused on the roles that language use and learning have in CLIL. 

4) Module D is again addressed to all SLA students. It introduces some useful ready-made 

examples of content-based pathways/syllabuses to be commented on. 

 

Just to be as clear as possible, students who have never taken an SLA exam will attend Modules 

A, B and D (1 book + 6 short articles), while students who have already taken an SLA exam will 

attend Modules B, C and D (1 book + 6 short articles). 
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Assessment methods: 

MA students are free to choose between two different assessment methods: 

1) Project work/lesson plan + oral discussion 

2) Written exam 
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