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WHAT DOCTORS CAN DO… 
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…looking	for	a	conceptual	framework…	

l  Do these topics affect our everyday work? 
l  Which are the consequences for our everyday 

practice? 
l  How do these big issues affect our everyday 

practice? 



Inequities in health, avoidable health inequalities, arise because of the 
circumstances in which people grow, live, work, and age, and the systems 
put in place to deal with illness. The conditions in which people live and die 
are, in turn, shaped by political, social, and economic forces. 
Social and economic policies have a determining impact on whether a child 
can grow and develop to its full potential and live a flourishing life, or 
whether its life will be blighted. 
 
It does not have to be this way and it is not right that it should be like this. 
Where systematic differences in health are judged to be avoidable by 
reasonable action they are, quite simply, unfair. It is this that we label 
health inequity. Putting right these inequities is a matter of social 
justice. Reducing health inequities is, for the Commission on Social 
Determinants of Health (hereafter, the Commission), an ethical 
imperative. Social injustice is killing people on a grand scale. 

www.who.int/social_determinants/thecommission/finalreport/en/index.html  

The Commission on  
Social Determinants of Health 



So…what	can	we	do?	

?	



http://www.marmotreview.org/AssetLibrary/resources/new%20external%20reports/RCP-report-how-doctors-can-close-the-gap.pdf  













In our everyday practice… 

l  Need of social network and multidisciplinary work  
l  Need for advocacy 
l  Need for political involvement 
l  A global approach to the patient 
l  Time for building relationships 
l  Case history taking into account the conceptual framework of 

social determinats of health 
l  … 
 



 
So… get involved, 
you‘re needed !!! 

 



Useful websites 


