01/04/26, 11:02 What Are Giant Viruses, and Are They Dangerous? | The Scientist

= TheScientist (oo ) Q

EXPLORING LIFE, INSPIRING INNOVATION

ADVERTISEMENT

Home / Categories / Life Sciences / Microbiology

FEATURE

What Are Giant Viruses, and Are They
Dangerous?

Lurking in the vast expanse of the ocean and buried deep in the Siberian
permafrost, there are giants—not blue whales and mammoths, but giant

viruses.
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Pithovirus, otherwise known as the zombie virus, was isolated from the Siberian permafrost and
revived by Jean-Michel Claverie and his team.

IMAGE CREDIT: IGS, CNRS

We've updated our Privacy Policy to make it clearer how we use your personal data.

Please read our Cookie Policy to learn how we use cookies to provide you with a better I UNDERSTAND
experience.

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.the-scientist.com/what-are-giant-viruses-and-are-they-dangerous-73880


https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvlllAEbXJATtuS24YivQ9XR-kK3ePfvxbG1k9ZlXzevfHHQ6k4-hvMIxH9MZ-DGyLkMlH4_07Vxa5UcGcmtk4HS15nD94VlyyXRIdNa_p-_2sSZo2k5oCJRkWF8wBQYHhPMSDh2WlqA6Xmss0FhJ8NCrW7bePqNNkiV8pg6PEEjEYfYp7WZfb6FjT7W419IlBXKIFcyDSrjP8eeg_bgLhq62WUewDLQ7Ah2uDHas3kwXB6DplvdAQ8hTCFmpWhVGklAVGomxB8SGo7cFf85kiH82alp6IPEWG9ROSVf54bIZZKr4qkunp3VSdDj8hnVaGCqv5dBPX4Tm95UxOAyF98D2h1qtOlXNOmepOydf75v4PZRhXHc-gj92g14RcHuRBoKhEmL53huF-WIX_s-Hr2dZr5nUjhK7KXhOK4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzC4CJro5Mz_j&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.medchemexpress.com/oligonucleotides.html%3Futm_source%3DTheScientist%26utm_medium%3DMCEEUROPE
https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvlllAEbXJATtuS24YivQ9XR-kK3ePfvxbG1k9ZlXzevfHHQ6k4-hvMIxH9MZ-DGyLkMlH4_07Vxa5UcGcmtk4HS15nD94VlyyXRIdNa_p-_2sSZo2k5oCJRkWF8wBQYHhPMSDh2WlqA6Xmss0FhJ8NCrW7bePqNNkiV8pg6PEEjEYfYp7WZfb6FjT7W419IlBXKIFcyDSrjP8eeg_bgLhq62WUewDLQ7Ah2uDHas3kwXB6DplvdAQ8hTCFmpWhVGklAVGomxB8SGo7cFf85kiH82alp6IPEWG9ROSVf54bIZZKr4qkunp3VSdDj8hnVaGCqv5dBPX4Tm95UxOAyF98D2h1qtOlXNOmepOydf75v4PZRhXHc-gj92g14RcHuRBoKhEmL53huF-WIX_s-Hr2dZr5nUjhK7KXhOK4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzC4CJro5Mz_j&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.medchemexpress.com/oligonucleotides.html%3Futm_source%3DTheScientist%26utm_medium%3DMCEEUROPE
https://www.the-scientist.com/
https://www.the-scientist.com/categories
https://www.the-scientist.com/category-group/science/life-sciences
https://www.the-scientist.com/category/science/microbiology
https://www.the-scientist.com/type/feature
https://www.the-scientist.com/api/auth/login?screenHint=login&context=readinglist&returnTo=%2Fwhat-are-giant-viruses-and-are-they-dangerous-73880%3Fcontext%3Dreadinglist%26id%3D73880
https://speechify.com/
https://speechify.com/
https://www.addtoany.com/share?linkurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.the-scientist.com%2Fwhat-are-giant-viruses-and-are-they-dangerous-73880
https://www.the-scientist.com/
https://www.the-scientist.com/page/subscribe
https://www.the-scientist.com/page/privacy-policy
https://www.the-scientist.com/page/cookie-policy
https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstjRBOsrc0faJUzP9zayKpeDKN7KvpFneC0dvzy1kOUme4-Gsotu-wSd-RS1zHzoxFfHxO1wfCZF1YinctsmZz99onShIpY_ImhE_NuMYQSVXwGJ5JDLaLogOryKmY3b71QXrPVzFAuXUZvPOQieZ2tqlZW8fm0xg484hvqNZr8JcfIfi41qy-i9nzqRknO_sqJqn5nx3m0NZZTaZIpgGpNzE6bI95-tR5_PLJ4RQnHPvcmlyiqF845QS6GF8AMKHV-Vmy6dn6rs3hYjml9ArrPrVtxiu79uGCVfIeoKXz_B6RNjpqx65kihTAa11dr-4ZgRsk73U7VhHdA8keJNQqjUjJAOWXRGcs6IdL2txdZzj6dpHEygHCORv1v4T3w8mjP-8E-hge0tOXamN6wa_IuRYDpDqMFFQcU-XoJIql6Kawt&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBqFvRs35DkO&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.sinobiological.com/category/endotoxin-free-proteins%3Futm_source%3Dthe-scientist%26utm_medium%3Dpicture-fixed%26utm_campaign%3D2604-endo-free-pro
https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstjRBOsrc0faJUzP9zayKpeDKN7KvpFneC0dvzy1kOUme4-Gsotu-wSd-RS1zHzoxFfHxO1wfCZF1YinctsmZz99onShIpY_ImhE_NuMYQSVXwGJ5JDLaLogOryKmY3b71QXrPVzFAuXUZvPOQieZ2tqlZW8fm0xg484hvqNZr8JcfIfi41qy-i9nzqRknO_sqJqn5nx3m0NZZTaZIpgGpNzE6bI95-tR5_PLJ4RQnHPvcmlyiqF845QS6GF8AMKHV-Vmy6dn6rs3hYjml9ArrPrVtxiu79uGCVfIeoKXz_B6RNjpqx65kihTAa11dr-4ZgRsk73U7VhHdA8keJNQqjUjJAOWXRGcs6IdL2txdZzj6dpHEygHCORv1v4T3w8mjP-8E-hge0tOXamN6wa_IuRYDpDqMFFQcU-XoJIql6Kawt&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBqFvRs35DkO&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.sinobiological.com/category/endotoxin-free-proteins%3Futm_source%3Dthe-scientist%26utm_medium%3Dpicture-fixed%26utm_campaign%3D2604-endo-free-pro

