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Martin Sharp’s caricature of Davis Hughes, boasting of having forced Utzon to resign



The Sydney Opera House became a test bed for
new technologies in construction



Fig. 7.46 Opera House, Sydney, Australia, 1957-65; Jorn
Utzon, architect; Ove Arup & Partners, structural engineers.
The upper drawing here shows the original competition-
winning proposal for the building which proved impossible
to build. The final scheme, though technically ingenious, is
considered by many to be much less satisfactory visually.,
The significant difference between this and the buildings in
of scale.
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 Tutti gli elementi del guscio hanno forma derivata da un’unica sfera










8.65

Joern Utzon, Sydney Opera House, section
showing system of plywood hangers carrying
the curtain wall.

8.66

Jorn Utzon, Sydney Opera House. Top: eleva-
tion showing system of plywood hangars car-
rying the curtain wall. Bottom: plan showing
geometrical intersection between entrance
canopy and curtain wall hangars.

8.67

Jern Utzon, Sydney Opera House, plywood
mullions to the shells, showing varying
curvature.




B.53
Jorn Utzon, Sydney Opera House, 1957—
1973. Site plan.

8.54

Jorn Utzon, Sydney Opera House, view from
the harbor with Sydney Harbour Bridge
beyond.

8.55
Jern Utzon, Sydney Opera House, west
elevation.

8.56

Jorn Utzon, Sydney Opera House: west eleva-
tion of the major auditerium, indicating the fi-
nal version of the structural arrangement all to
be covered, as shown, with precast concrete
lids faced with Héganés tiles
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The importance of Context, not only Environment
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