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CBI vs LSP vs CLIL

• According to Mohan (1986), language and content can be integrated 
in 3 different ways, while Fernandez (2009) adds a fourth way, typical 
of CLIL, which distinguishes it from CBI and LSP:
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Kind of C/L integration Focus L2 learning

Language teaching by content teaching
(Mohan 1986)

Focus on content Language is developed incidentally

Language teaching with content teaching
(Mohan 1986)

Focus on content and language Only useful language is taught in order to
acquire new content knowledge

Language teaching for content teaching
(Mohan 1986)

Focus on language Only useful language is taught in order to
negotiate disciplinary meanings

Language teaching through content
teaching (Fernandez 2009)

Focus on language and content Language is taught from a communicative
perspective so that students can
introduce new subject-related topics and
expand previous knowledge


